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The Goods: Yakima Hold Up Bike Carrier Review

A few months into using the Yakima Hold Up, | am left wondering why everyone is
not using this bike rack. Rarely do | feel this confident that a product outshines its
competition to the degree that the Hold Up does. The rear mounted bike rack can
be installed in less than five minutes. It literally takes longer to read the directions

than it does to mount the rack onto a hitch.

Once in place, it securely transports two 28er mountain bikes or 700 cc road or
cross bikes. Having utilized roof racks in the past, which result in tired arms and
frustrations after a long ride, not to mention the ever present danger that you just
might drive into the garage forgetting your bikes are up top, | find the Hold Up to be
the perfect solution. It also outperforms other rear mounting racks that function by
suspending bikes by the top tube. In my experience, that style of bike rack allows
the bikes to bang together and can also result in worn out bearings if the wheels are
not secured for long trips.

Perhaps the best feature of the Hold Up is the mindless simplicity it lends to bike
loading, unloading and transport. The rear tray sports a cradle for the back tire with
an adjustable security strap. The front wheel of the bike is secured in its tray with a
moveable arm that locks in place over the front of the tire. The front arm also has a
built-in cable lock to allow you to secure your bikes if you decide to stop by your
favorite watering hole or brewery post-ride. An additional feature for SUV’s and
minvans is the easy to use built-in pivot system of the rack. Even fully loaded, the
rack can be easily lowered to allow you to access the cargo area of a minivan or
SUV. The rack can then be raised back up once you are finished loading or
unloading your bike accessories. If you are still not convinced that the Hold Up is
the best bike rack on the market, did | mention it sports a bottle opener? That's
right, pop a top on a cold one while you watch your poor riding companions
struggle to load their bikes on top of their car long after you've loaded up your ride
on the Hold Up.

MSRP $439.00 (Extension for 2 more bikes $329.00); yakima.com )
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